
Amendments, 2018 
Per Debbie Katt, Candidate for State House, District 57 

 

The ballot this year contains twelve confusing amendments to our Florida Constitution. Unless you are prepared to answer them before you go 

to the voting booth, you could be there for a while. Be kind to the other voters behind you and know your position before you get to the 

booth! Or Vote by Mail.1 Each amendment requires 60% to pass. Please don’t skip any; be sure to vote YES or NO on each one. Here are my 

insights to the amendments. 

Short Answer 

In general, I agree with the TBT and their easy advice: “After voting yes on Amendment 4, vote no on all the others.”2 After all, amending 

Florida’s Constitution is a big deal and none of these amendments should be taken lightly. So, if you are inclined to research them further, 

Read on… 

Longer Answer 

Only two of the amendments are Citizen Initiatives, which means they required 1 million signatures to get on the ballot, and these deserve 

critical review (#3 & #4). Three of the amendments are from legislative referral, meaning they had to pass the House and Senate with a 

super majority, but given the House and Senate already have a super majority, they do not truly favor all the citizens of Florida (#1, #2, #5). 

The remaining amendments were created by the Constitution Revision Committee, who meets once every 20 years, consists of 37 members, 

of which three are Democrats. Again, hardly a fair representation of all Floridians. Couple that with the bundling component where several 

issues are thrown together into one amendment, creating baffling and confusing wording and forcing voters to adopt something they don’t 

like in order to approve something they do, and vise versa.3   

                                                           
1 https://dos.myflorida.com/elections/for-voters/voting/vote-by-mail/ 
2 https://www.tampabay.com/opinion/editorials/times-recommends-vote-yes-on-amendment-4-no-on-all-of-the-rest-20180928/ 
3 https://www.floridaphoenix.com/2018/10/04/florida-voters-heres-your-state-constitutional-amendment-wrap-up/ 
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My YES votes 

Numbers 3, 4, 9, 13 

Amendment 3 

Amendment 3 pertains to how gambling can be expanded in Florida. The amendment seeks to ensure that legal gambling in the State may only 

be expanded if approved of by a popular vote in the area of the proposed expansion. The amendment seeks to end the practice of 

Tallahassee approving expansion of gambling over the objections of local communities. The League of Women Voters supports this 

amendment and is recommending a YES vote. It returns power to local communities to make decisions that affect their quality of life. It’s not 

a ban on gambling or a ban on the expansion of gambling; it’s a ban on Tallahassee politicians deciding how and where and when such 

expansions may occur. 

Amendment 4 

Amendment 4 would automatically restore voting rights for people who have a felony conviction and have completed sentencing, parole, 

probation, and fines. Murderers and sex offenders would be excluded.4  Florida is one of just four states in the country that does not 

automatically restore the voting rights of someone who has served a sentence for a felony conviction, due to antiquated language from the 

1868 when the ban on ex-felons was put on the Florida Constitution.  Governor Charlie Crist enacted a process to restore the rights to 

nonviolent offenders, granting over 155,000 Floridians their rights in four years5.  Governor Scott promptly reversed the process when he 

arrived, and fewer than 4,400 have regained their right to vote, server on a jury, or run for office. Thanks to his process, convicted felons 

must wait at least five years before they can apply to have their rights restored. Then they might be granted an opportunity to go before 

Gov. Rick Scott and the rest of the state Cabinet, acting as the Executive Board of Clemency. According to the Miami Herald, “The 

Washington Economics Group estimates that the passing of Amendment 4 would result in $385 million in annual economic benefits to 

                                                           
4 https://www.floridaphoenix.com/2018/10/04/florida-voters-heres-your-state-constitutional-amendment-wrap-up/ 
5 https://www.orlandosentinel.com/opinion/os-ed-charlie-crist-restore-felon-rights-in-florida-front-burner-20170613-story.html 
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Florida taxpayers from two sources: reduced court and prison costs through a decline in recidivism, and increased earning power through 

improved employment opportunities.”6 

Amendment 9 

Amendment 9 is a two-part amendment involving off-shore drilling and vaping (even though the two have nothing in common). The passage of 

Amendment 9 would prohibit oil and gas drilling of Florida’s coast, which extends nine miles to the West and South, and three miles to the 

East. This would also prohibit drilling in Florida’s bays and estuaries. It would send a strong signal to the US Government and energy 

companies that Florida is serious about protecting our waters and our coastlines. The second part of the amendment, prohibiting vaping in 

enclosed work spaces, does not belong in the Constitution. However, it is worth overlooking to approve the first part.7 

Amendment 13 

Passing of this amendment would remove the ability to wager on dog racing by December 2020. It would not remove dog racing, but the ability 

to place bets on it, thus making it less attractive in the hopes that it will cease. It will also de-couple the requirement that poker rooms or 

slot machine establishments must also hold greyhound races.8 

  

                                                           
6 https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article211408754.html 
7 https://www.lwvfl.org/amendments/ 
8 https://www.lwvfl.org/amendments/amendment13/ 



Page 4 of 4 
 

 

Amendment My Vote My Notes 

1 No The amount of money I would save compared to the amount of money the county loses is absolutely 
not worth it. Check your savings here: http://dmz.hcpafl.org/exemptions/thirdhomestead.cfm 

2 No Caps amount 2nd homes pay in property tax. 

3 Yes Voters control gambling 

4 YES Improves language from 1860’s. Automatically restores ex-felon’s voting rights for those who have 
completed their sentencing/parole/fines. Murderers and felony sex offenders are excluded. 

5 No Limits legislator’s abilities.  

6 No Prohibits judges from utilizing state agencies for interpreting laws 

7 No Limits $$ to education and limits universities from making decisions 

8 Not on ballot  

9 Yes Prohibits drilling off Florida’s shores & vaping in enclosed workspaces. While the distance off FL 
waters isn’t very far, it sends a strong message to Federal government and to energy companies that 
Florida is serious about protecting our waters. Vaping issues do not belong in the Constitution but 
make an exception. 

10 No Reduces county autonomy 

11 No  

12 No 6 years is a long time 

13 Yes Ends wagering on dog racing 

 


